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Mission Statement

To promote the care and
appreciation of trees - big and small

Document the largest specimens in the state and provide
educational resources to aid in their protection and care



July 10, 1969

Mr. Willieam A. McElfresh
Extension Specialist, 4-H
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Blacksburg, Virginia

Dear Mr. BAcElfresh:

Having just returned to VIRGINIA FORESTS, Inc., from the Army, | have
been assigned the project of working with you and 4-H Club workers on "Virginia's
Big Trees." From the May '66 issue of "American Forests" magazine | learned that
out of some 385 Natianal Champion trees, Virginia has only two listed ~ post oak
in Charlotte County and loblolly pine near Ammon, Virginia; so it does look like

we have plenty of room to grow |

| have quite a few questions to ask and some ideas how VIRGINIA FORESTS,
Inc., may be of some help in initiating the program. |'m wondering if you will be
attending the Conservation and Forestry Educational Conference in Charlottesville
July 21. If so, | will try to see you there, or if more convenient, | will try togget
in touch with you sometime during the week before or following the meeting.

Looking forward to meeting and working with you.

!5 ;l_’g;\ﬁE;‘JJEJ‘J‘J“ Sincersly yours,
VIRGINIA FORESTS, Inc.
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Charles F. Finley, Jr.
Assistant Director
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Big Tree Search

A cooperative project between
VF, Inc., and VPl Extecnsion
Division
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Eric Wiseman named coordinator of Virginia Big
Tree Program
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Professor Emeritus Tree Geek
Virginia Tech Virginia Tech
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Big Tree Volunteers




Our New Website
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Virginia Big Tree Register

= An online searchable database plus
an historical hardcopy archive (kept

TR ni  at Virginia Tech)

= Top-five* specimens of native and
| non-native tree species
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445 species and sub-species are
curated currently

= = Minimum size eligibility: 9.5” trunk
' circumference and 13’ height




Virginia Big Tree Register

T

* = 1,516 living specimens as of 7/20/17

BACKGROUN; = 114 counties & independent cities have 1 or more entries

: i = All but 48 entries have been recertified in the last 10 years
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Virginia Big Tree Register

. | = 54 current national champions

. CHAMPION TREES
NATIONAL REGISTER
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Virginia Big Tree Register
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Virginia Big Tree Register

OVERVIEW
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Search for a tree by commeon or Latin name. A partial name search

T " W . . . B VA
will display all "top-five" living specimens with that name in ¢ browse

State
common. Leaving the search term blank will display all "top-five" Champions
living specimens in the register. e Browse

- e Common
Common or Latin name Q Native State
Champions

For more search options, try the advanced search
e Report a Big

Want a PDF version of the Register? Click here (last update: Tree

5/5/2017) . .
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Virginia Big Tree Register

' [ Search Results- VA Big T X
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s Browse VA
You searched for "Virginia National Champions". National
54 records were found for your search. Champions
* = State Champ, ** = National Champ s Browse VA
State
Map results Champions
s Browse
Search again Q Common
Native State
Champions

Click the column header to sort the table s Report Big

Common Latin Name City or Total Trepf's _
Name County Points * National Big
Tree Reqgister
Fraser fir ** Abies fraseri City of 223
Harrisonburg

boxelder ** Acer negundo Essex 312
trilobumred  Acer rubrum var. Montgomery 166
maple ** trilobum

T ‘ yellow Aesculus flava Alleghany 407

TAKE HOME buckeye
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hazel alder **  Alnus serrulata Northampton 85




Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
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AMERICAN FORESTS CHAMPION TREES

MEASURING
GUIDELINES
HANDBOOK
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Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree

Eligible tree: 29.5” trunk circumference &

213’ height
Trunk circumference @ 4.5’ above ground line  (inches)
Vertical height from ground line to highest (feet)
branch
Average crown spread in two perpendicular (feet)
planes

Circumference (1 point perinch)

+ Height (1 point per foot)

+ Crown Spread (1/4 point per foot)

Big Tree Score =
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Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree

Measure at 4.5 feet =

A.

= Measure here
= = 4.5 faat low side

» Measure at 4.5 feet
along axis




Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
A. - B.

Note: This technique is most
accurate for straight trees
on flat ground.
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This technique
works because
the red and
purple triangles
are similar right
triangles.
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Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
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Measuring and Scoring a Big Tree
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Reporting a Big Tree
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Reporting a Big Tree

C 0 |ﬂ Secure | httpsi//vceazl v+ | @ # + £

ﬁ Virginia Cooperative Extension

Virginia Tech + Virginia State University

Virginia Big Tree Program
Personal Information

Please provide the following information about yourself (*required information):

First and last name®

Email address™

Phone number

Mailing address

May we have permission to display your information on our website?
() Yes
O No

() Only the following information may be displayed:

Species hame
Measurements
Locality name
Address or GPS
Owner info
Measurer info
Nominator info

PHOTOS!IHIIIIIIN

B | 100%




-

OVERVIEW

Reporting a Big Tree

-
BACKGROUND
REGISTER

MEASURE

=\

ENGAGEMENT

4

TAKE HOME

. Mail nomunation to:

Virginia Big Tree Program

Nomination Form

. Name and address of nominator/measurer; Date:

Phone and email of nominator/measurer:

Is the nominator/measurer or the owner the contact for this tree?

Name and address of tree owner:

Kind of tree (commeon name): (scientific name):

Comments about tree (15 it healthy, 1s it endangered by development, does 1t have historical significance?):

Dimensions of tree (measurement guidelines on page 2): Score calculation:

Trunk circumference: _ (inches) Measurement height:  (ft)  Trunk circumference: (1 pt. per inch)
Vertical tree height- (feet) (if other than standard 4.5)  + Height: (1 pt. per foot)
Average crown spread: _ (feet) + Avg crown spread: (% pt. per foot)
Method of vertical height measurement: = Total points:

Directions to tree (describe using mayor roadways or landmarks that are nearby):

County or city
where tree is located: 9. Sketch map of tree location on owner's property:

North: T

GPS coordinates (please use decimal degrees):
N W

May this nomination be shared publicly?
Yes: No:

Virgima Big Tree Program
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Engagement Opportunities
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Engagement Opportunities
A=
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s Search VA Big

: Are you interested in hunting for big trees? Here is some Trees

information to get you started. Once you have found a big tree, you e Measure Big
can report it to us using our online reporting system. Trees

s Eligible species. Currently, the Virginia Big Tree Register * Report Big

curates the five largest specimens of native and non-native Trees

species found throughout Virginia. Nominations are not * Support Big
limited to only species currently listed in the register. If you Trees

have questions about species eligibility, please contact us at
vabigtree@vt.edu. If you need information about tree species

found in Virginia, here are three useful online resources: * National Big
Tree Reqgister

External Links

« Virginia Big Tree Most Wanted List (a Google Sheet listing the
species lacking a full complement of champs in Virginia)

« Digital Atlas of Virginia Flora

« Virginia Tech Dendrology

+ Minimum tree size. For a tree to be eligible for nomination, it
must have a trunk circumference of 9.5" at 4.5" above ground
line and be at least 13" tall. For more information about tree
measurements, visit our page on How to Measure a Big Tree.
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» Field equipment. Here is a list of items you should take to the
field with you when hunting big trees. If you do not have these
items, we can arrange for you to borrow them at a local
extension office. Please contact us at vabigtree@vt.edu.




Engagement Opportunities

Most-Wanted VA Big Trees [ paisemangut sdu ~
OVERVIEW File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools A¢ Comments g
t', " . Tree ID Manual & e o~ s % 0 00 123+ Aral *  More - A
fv | hazel alder
= Camera . . T s
& 1 Common Name Latin Name State Rank Points
‘ e . Map/G PS Unit 2 balsam fir Abies balsamea 1 220
A ys | * balsam fir Abies balsamea 2
4 balsam fir Abies balsamea 3
REGISTER = Ta pe measurer & balsam fir Abies balsamea 4
: . & | balsam fir Abies balsamea 5
u 7 Amur maple Acer ginnala 1 76
MEASURE “ Ya rd StICk 2 Amur maple Acer ginnala 2
¢ Amur maple Acer ginnala 3
: &* 10 Amur maple Acer ginnala 4
= Acer ginnala 5
Acer pensylvanicum 1 94
REPORT p Acer pensylvanicum 2 a9
\ striped maple Acer pensylvanicum 3
15 sfriped maple Acer pensylvanicum 4
18 striped maple Acer pensylvanicum 5
17 | Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra 1 203
12 Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra 2 100
12 Ohio buckeye Agsculus glabra 3
20 Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra 4
21 | Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra 5
22 red buckeye Aesculus pavia 1
22 |red buckeye Aesculus pavia 2
24 red buckeye Agsculus pavia 3
25 red buckeye Aesculus pavia 4
26 red buckeye Agsculus pavia 3



Engagement Opportunities

OVERVI # ' [ Big Tree Volunteers x
: ‘,;‘: & < X ¢ | @ bigtree.cnrevtedu/volunteershtml & v |l @ # « €& 0O /,". @ QO &0 @ O R o
- g Home Learn More - GetInvolved - About-~
BACKGROUND
5 Big Tree Volunteers Related Links
3 . ) * Search VA Big
A 2t Big Tree volunteers have been trained to measure Trees
REGISTER trees and can help you report your tree to the big « About Big Trees
o f tree reqister. Click the panel to find volunteers in
> . 3 that area. External Links
o If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for Virginia Big Trees, « National Big
MEASURE please email us. Tree Register
4*& 4 Abingdon and Southwest Virginia:

Blacksburg and Roanoke areas:

Charlottesville area:

Hampton Roads, Southeast Virginia:

Northern Piedmont:
BN Northern Virginia:
ﬁ‘\ Richmond area:
TAKE HOM Southern Piedmont:

¥ Y

Virginia Department of Forestry foresters are also trained to
measure trees. Contact a forester in your county.
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s Other ways to get involved...
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REGISTER

; = Adopt a big tree
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.. | - Advocate for big tree
preservation

‘u = Suggest 50™ anniversary
| activities for 2020

t ‘Ili i, G ive m e you r ideas! ‘ ) https://treesny.org/youth-education




Take Home Messages

= Virginia has a vibrant history of big trees
from the Chesapeake Bay to the
Cumberland Gap
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document the state’s largest trees and
educate the public about them
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= for our forests - we must engage

ourselves and the public to enhance

their recognition and care




Questions and Comments

" | Eric Wiseman, PhD

Environmental Conservation
¥ Virginia Tech
arborist@vt.edu

¥ http://urbanforestry.frec.vt.edu \(
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