Rockbridge Master Naturalists Volunteer Projects
The following projects have been approved as volunteer service opportunities for Rockbridge Master Naturalists:

Project Type:  Education/Outreach:

Boxerwood Nature Center & Woodland Garden: Volunteers will assist with or lead small-group interpretive experiences in the natural world under the supervision of Boxerwood personnel. Opportunities vary and include chaperoning school groups on site, assisting with lesson development or implementation, and teaching.  Location: Boxerwood in Lexington as well as local schools and creeks.
Contact: Elise Sheffield education@boxerwood.net 540/463-2697
Fairfield Elementary Nature Trail: Project needs include installing signs for tree species along the trail, invasive species eradication, laying out timbers along the trail edge for safety and trail delineation, and possible tree planting. Location: In the wooded area around Fairfield Elementary School
 Contact: Karen Stanley karen.stanley@dof.virginia.gov 540-463-5253

Project Type: Stewardship:

McCormick Farm Marl Creek Trail: This project involves periodic maintenance of a short loop trail across the road from the historic mill on McCormick farm.  Activities include weeding, invasive species removal, limited herbicide applications when needed, and litter pickup. At other times there will be larger day projects for activities such as tree planting or building benches. Location: McCormick Farm Agricultural Research Extension Center off I-81 in Raphine Contact: Karen Stanley karen.stanley@dof.virginia.gov 540-463-5253
Woods Creek Rain Garden Creation: RMN’s will join other volunteers to establish a large rain garden and riparian buffer along a tributary of Woods Creek that will act to slow down rainwater before it enters the creek and filter out contaminants. Location: Near Woods Creek Grocery in Lexington
 Contact: Wendy Richards richardsw@wlu.edu 540-463-5214
Woods Creek Rain Garden Maintenance: RMN’s will maintain established riparian buffer zones by eradicating invasive weeds, pruning back native vegetation, removing natural debris that may be blocking drainage and removing litter. Location: Along Woods Creek in Lexington
Contact: Wendy Richards richardsw@wlu.edu 540-463-5214

Project Type: Citizen Science/Monitoring:

Citizen Water Quality Monitoring: Participants will be trained to take a net into a river or stream and collect a sample of aquatic macro-invertebrates.  By identifying and counting what life is found, a water quality score will be determined and then input into a statewide computer database. Participants are needed to hold the net and help sort and count what is found.  A certified water monitor must be present. Location: Along local streams and rivers Contact: Wendy Richards richardsw@wlu.edu 540-463-5214

Project Feeder Watch: This project involves a winter-long survey of birds that visit feeders at backyards, nature centers, community areas, and other locales in North America. Count birds that appear in your count site and report data to the Lab of Ornithology electronically or by mail. Location: Can be in your own backyard
Contact: Cornell Lab of Ornithology  email only: www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw
